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to Berlin to the book presentation. | was
tremendously exited. And | was proud that
| had the chance to work with Avraham and
with his friends on so many things together.
An unforgettable experience when Avraham
gave testimony that evening in public,
underneath the Memorial. Historical photos,
made by members of the Police battalion 101,
are well known in Germany. | think it was the
very first time in Germany, people became
publicly known with the victim's perspective
of the murderous events in Mezritch.

Beside this unforgettable evening, we spent
a unique and wonderful time together in
Berlin. Meeting friends, enjoying a tour by
ship, visiting a varieté, thrilled of acrobatic
stunts of young artists. And again, in every
situation, | can remember, there was this
warm hearted atmosphere, Avraham and

Rina, these two different characters, were
creating in a different way, with the same
openness and tenderness.

All my lasting memories - and there are
more, | can not tell them all here - are kept
in a special “jewellery box”, keeping this
atmosphere as a gift. Not only me, but also
Jascha, Nadja, Julia, and others are keeper
of this special kind of a necklace: pearls of
Avraham’s gentle glance of his eyes, of his
mindfulness, his humour, his indefatigable
helpfulness thread on a string. This valuable
necklace is the Berlin - Tel Aviv connection in
our souls. It will brighten our work as well as
our hearts in the future.

We will not forget him!

Our thoughts are also with his wife Rina, his
children and grandchildren!

Constanze Jaiser
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Avraham Gafni and the Berlin - Tel Aviv
connection

| think it was 2008, when | started an intense
email conversation with Avraham. | was
working for the Foundation for the Memorial
to the Murdered Jews of Europe and did
research on Jewish children, women, and
men, who were haunted and murdered by the
Nazis. The aim was to write biographies that
one can listen to in the Room of Names, in
the exhibition underneath the Memorial.
Avraham supported the project by giving us
numerous materials, so we would be able
to write biographies, commemorating in
Germany those who were murdered by the
Germans.

Getting to know each other in Tel Aviv

When Jascha, my partner, and me came to
Israel at the end of 2008, it was no question
we had to meet Avraham personally.

It was the end of Shabbat, when we walked
all the way down from Bat-Yam to Avraham’s
home, where he already stood in front of his
house to welcome us. Rina, his wife, offered
us something to drink and a wonderful plate
with all kind of fruits. Within a short time we
feltlike friends. We had interesting talks about
different things. Rina with her wonderful
bright face and her humour made us laugh;
and made us feeling home. Avraham told us
about his life, he had to live through in Poland
under Nazi occupation during World War Il.

Jascha remembers vividly that Avraham put
hisarm around him - a gesture of warmth and
tenderness. Maybe there was a connection,
because Jascha is a guitar player, a musician
like Avraham's own son?

When we left, there was no doubt that we
would share more things in the future. And so
we did. In May 2009 we accepted the invitation
to be part at the ceremony in Mezritch, when
the Memorial “Modlitwa” was erected.

2011 Avraham gave an interview to the
team of the video archive of the foundation.
When my colleagues Julia Radtke and Nadja
Grintzewitsch and myself were preparing
a youth website for the foundation (www.
dubistanders.de, “Are you different? An online
exhibition on young people during the time
of National Socialism”; unfortunately only
in German), Avraham gave us permission to
include his story. In addition, he specifically
asked his granddaughter for the youth
website, to transfer his memories from
Hebrew into English and helped us on phone
with all our questions.

Meeting Gafnis and descendants from
Mezritch in Berlin

Avraham also mediated the contact to
Naphtali Brezniak, whose book about his
father Moshe, also a survivor of Mezritch,
eventually was translated into German and
published. Almost the whole Brezniak family,
and of course Rina and Avraham came
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