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Polish youth

Gone now are, gone are in Poland the Jewish villages,
in Hrubieszow, Karczew, Brody, Falenica

you look in vain for candlelight in the windows
and listen for song from the wooden synagogue.
Disappeared are the last rests,

the Jewish possessions,

the blood is covered over by sand,

the traces removed,

and the walls whitewashed with lime,

as for a high holiday or after a contagious disease.
One moon shines here, cold, pale, alien,

already behind the town, on the road,

when night uncoils its light,

my Jewish relatives, boys with poetic feeling,

will no longer find Chagall's two golden moons.
The moons now wander above another planet,
frightened away by grim silence, no trace of them.
Gone now are those little towns where the
shoemaker was a poet,

The watchmaker a philosopher,

the barber a troubadour.

Gone now are those little towns where the wind joined
Biblical songs with Polish tunes and Slavic rue,
Where old Jews in orchards in the shade of
cherry trees

Lamented for the holy walls of Jerusalem.

Gone now are those little towns,

though the poetic mists,

The moons, winds, ponds, and stars above them
Have recorded in the blood of centuries the

tragic tales,

The histories of the two saddest nations on earth.

Polish Moderator

Remarks of the Deputy Mayor of Gedera,

Mr. Danny Doron

(Hebrew with translation to English from Raz Harpaz)

Israeli Moderator

Elegy for the little Jewish Towns, by Antoni Slonimski,
1947, will be ready by Amit Faran, fourth generation
descendent from the town of Meseritz.

Elegy for the little jewish towns
by antoni slonimski. read by Amit Faran...
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MESERITZ CEREMONY

Polish Moderator
Translation to English

Israeli Moderator

This is a remembrance ceremony for the
Jews of Meseritz (Miedzyrzec Podlaski) with
the participation of residents of the town
and its students and a youth delegation and
adults from Gedera in Israel.

We will hear the historic story of the Jews of
this town from Gil Faran, third generation of
a family who are descendents of those who
were born and lived in the town of Meseritz.

Gil Faran

More than 500 years ago, Jews arrived in the town of
Miedzyrzec Podlaski which they called Meseritz.
While they made an effort to build a life for their families,
they opened workshops, stores and businesses. The
Jews had a great impact on the development of the
bristles industry until they turned the town into a center
of world trade. This raised the quality of life in the town
and it became known as “little America" with a great
spiritual and cultural life as well. The town included
synagogues, houses of learning, yeshivot, Hebrew
primary schools “tarbut", a Jewish High School,
libraries, a Jewish hospital and orchestra and the fire
brigade was made up mostly of Jewish members. At
the end of the 19th Century, all of the political parties
and Zionist youth movements were represented in
town. The youth were involved in all kinds of sport
in Jewish and Polish leagues. Jews were engaged in
a wide range of public activity and filled positions in
town including on the town council. All of this was
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abruptly ended with the outbreak of the Second World
War.

For 1747 days the town of Meseritz was under the
destructive rule of the Nazis. It is not possible to
describe in words what took place in those days in this
whole town and particularly in this square which was
chosen as the place for rounding up the Jews. In this
square there were 7 blood filled round ups in which
hundreds of Jews were brutally murdered, before the
rest were sent out on trains to be led to extermination.
Most of the Jewish sites were destroyed. Out of 18,000
Jews who lived here, only a few survived. Despite
everything they lived through, they didn't forget their
town - the cradle of their childhood and they went to
great efforts to commemorate the community that lived
here and was almost entirely destroyed. These efforts
led to the dedication of this sculpture — monument
“prayer" here in this square.

We stand here today, students and adults from the town
of Gedera in Israel and with us are 3 (post holocaust)
generations of a family from this town and we carry a
prayer with us for peace, brotherhood and friendship
but with this prayer, we also declare to the world, we
will never forget.




and fuel, and the youngsters from the city would tend
to the upkeep of the cemetery twice a year. [...]

Q: How are your meetings with the younger
generation of Poles?

“The new generation of Poles is something amazing.
All of Kashishtof friends are gentle, not like the Poles
from the past. This is an entirely different generation.
In our meetings with them | felt excellent, with kisses
and hugs. It's interesting to see how they want to know
everything. They even asked whether their parents
were evil."
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“We began to cooperate then," he said, “Kashishtof
founded a program about tolerance which he named
“Real Voices from the Past," in order to revive the city's

history—including its Jewish history."

The surprising e-mail was the beginning of a close
relationship between the young Polish man and Gafni
from central Tel Aviv, who is the chairman of the
Mierzecice Immigrants Association. “He's like a son
to me," says Gafni. “I get an e-mail from him almost
every day. At first | corresponded only with him, but
now I'm corresponding with a lot of other residents—a
woman student from Krakow, a lawyer from Warsaw
and a Protestant priest. | haven't used that language in
60 years, and |I'm missing words because the language
has changed.

it's difficult, but | manage."

It seems that the special and unusual relationship
that Gafni has formed with the young Polish men and
women has invigorated him. He proudly presents the
translated document in which the goals of the young
folks from Mierzecice are outlined. “The younger
generation," notes the document, “will try to obtain at
all costs information about the town's past, will renew
contact with Jews, former residents, who are abroad
and will establish a gallery of photographs with special
emphasis on the Jewish people."

The principal task facing Gafni at present, in
cooperation with the Mierzecice authorities, is to
establish a sculpture in the city center in memory of
the Jewish community that was annihilated in the
Holocaust. If everything goes as planned, the license
to place the sculpture will be issued in another month
and a half.

“Everything is locked up and closed in me," says
Gafni. “I never even told my wife where | was during
the war. | haven't spoken about that for years. But now
everything is different. It began with a trip | took with
my children to Poland, after they forcibly made me join
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the Mierzecice Immigrants Association in Israel. | didn't
want to deal with that at first, and now I'm carrying this
whole cartload."

In 1942 the Nazis began to annihilate the Jews
of Mierzecice systematically, sending them off to
Treblinka. “Since Mierzecice was on the way to
Treblinka," says Gafni, “Jewish exiles from all across
Poland were brought there. The city served as a
destination for transports. We had seven actions in
Mierzecice, and there isn't another city except for
Warsaw with that kind of number. But today, when the
family members of natives of that city come to visit,
they have nothing to see. They roam about for half an
hour and then return. There is no remnant of the Jewish
community." In order to change that situation, Gafni
contacted the sculptress Yael Artzi with the goal of
establishing a sculpture in the city center that will serve
as a memorial for the Jewish community that perished
in the Holocaust.

Gafni, who miraculously escaped the transports to
Treblinka, arrived in Israel in 1945. “I went through all
the wars, | got married and established a family," he
says. “We had a textile business that started off small
and grew pretty well."

Today, now that he is a pensioner, he and his wife
spend most of their time playing bridge and involved in

the association. [...]

In addition to the great importance that Gafni ascribes
to the memorial project, it seems that his relationship
with the younger residents of Mierzecice is no less
important to him. He visited Mierzecice last June and
met Kashishtof for the first time. “We went with the
Polish television to the Jewish cemetery and we couldn't
enter. There was dozens of years of underbrush there,"
says Gafni. “We asked the mayor why no one cleaned
it up and he said that didn't belong to him but to an
organization that claimed not to have any money."
At this point Kashishtof intervened and suggested that
the Israeli delegation send him money to buy mowers



Bernard said - cried during the phone conversation we
had two days ago. You organized around you a group
of young Poles that caused them to be excited and to
learn more about what happened there. And we won't
forget Constanza who fell in love with you and Rina,
and through this connection a book that | wrote about
my father was published in German in Berlin, a book
that among other things tells the story of Mezritch
during the Holocaust.

Suddenly, two days after you, Rina, Bernard, and |
enjoyed the winter sun in Tel Aviv's port, your illness
was discovered. | visited you the moment that | heard.
And there, in the moment we were alone | understood,
that you gave up. “l want to die" you told me. “l don't
want to be a burden, | did my share". And there once
again | encountered the same energy to live, when you
met the Russian horseman in the thick forest, who

informed you that the war has ended, and you were

certain that you were the last surviving Jew, and you
have the responsibility to continue living in order to tell
what happened there. The immense will to live and not
be silent was replaced by a desire to die. “Enough" you
said “l did my share".

And a few words for dear Rina. The woman alongside
you. Always there, supportive, assisting you, ready for
anything, reducing every hurdle, and always smiling.
Rina, with your unique personality helped you, and of
course us to achieve many of the accomplishments,
some of which | have recounted today.

Avraham my friend, | saw you several times during
your illness, and it was very difficult for me. Apparently,
your time to rest has come. In the last few months you
asked for this. And in the end you received that rest.

| shall miss you. Your loss is intense for me.

The New Polish
Yedioth Ahronoth (p. B8) by Tovit Neiser

Wearing fashionable sneakers - which is pretty
surprising for an 83-year-old man - Avraham Gafni
clasps athick binder in which he has filed away dozens
of e-mails that he's received from Poland. “Half a year
ago," he says, “I received an e-mail from a 25-yearold
Polish fellow I'd never heard of before. A fellow named
Kashishtof Czecpanijuk, who introduced himself as the
vice president of the volunteers fire department in the
city Mierzecice, Poland. He wrote that he knew that in
the past there was a branch of Jewish firefighters in
the city and he asked me to send him material about
them." Gafni began to look, found a few documents in
Yiddish, translated them and sent them off to Poland.
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A EULOGY FOR AVRAHAM GAFNI

By: Naphtali Brezniak, 1-April-2014
Translated by Bernie Mezrich

Avraham, at the end of the last century we suddenly
became aware of you. Until then you were unknown.
We knew of your existence but never saw you. Who
among the refugees from Mezritch didn't know your
store? Believe me, up until a few year ago we cleaned
the curtains in my mother's house (Blessed be her
memory) that was purchased in the Seventies from
your textile store.

I'm not certain that | know exactly what motivated you to
join the activities of the Mezritch Memorial Association.
Was it due to the pilgrimage you made to Mezritch
with your son Bentzi? Or perhaps you responded to
the joining of Sarit Friedman and Gila Shachar? It
doesn't matter. Avraham, you were the chairman of
the Association for twelve years. You started in the
eighth decade of your life, when most of your friends
already abandoned their activities and searched for
every means to rest. Upon your arrival, you livened up
the Association. You labored unceasingly and swept
along with your spirit and your strength the relative
“youngsters" who joined your activities. You brought
us and the Association to outstanding achievements
and | shall count several of them:

The production of the movie “Little America", in which
you also appeared.

You eloquently described in a clear and sharp
language what you endured during the war, then only a
youngster - and alone. | advise all those who have not
read your book about this period - to do so at the first
opportunity.

Renewing publication of the “Mezritcher Tribune" - the
Association's newspaper.

Producing memorial photo albums.

Distributing the “Little America" movie on DVD.
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Alive recording of the play “Mezritch" for distribution on
DVD, where you instigated the project by providing Itzik
Weingarten and Ephraim Sidon with Lev Goldberg's
(Blessed be his memory) memoirs and notes.

You worked tirelessly to translate written material
about the town.

During your tenure a cultural bond was established
between Petach Tikva and Mezritch.

And of course, your crowning achievement was
installing the sculpture “Tfila", the work of Yael Artzi,
and its unveiling ceremony in the Mezritch town square
which was called at that time “The Rink" - alongside
other symbols which memorialize the legacy of Jewish
Mezritch.

To my great satisfaction, | managed to accompany
you on two intense trips to prepare for the delivery and
mounting of the sculpture in the Mezritch town square.
I'm certain that if you hadn't been there it would not
have been placed at all, and if it was placed it would
not be in the center of town but in a remote corner
somewhere else. There, during those trips, | got to know
you a little better, to the point that | sometimes became
confused and called you Father. You were very similar
to him in your modesty, but also in your determination
to reach the target, when you knew that it would benefit
the memorialization and the Association in general.
You never gave up, but your pursuit was always in a
pleasant manner, by cooperation, with a smile from ear
to ear. Even if you were mistaken, it was impossible to
be angry with you. You were a real “Mensch”. It was
no coincidence that you established friendships with
people who never saw you, but waited for your arrival,
and were so excited to meet you there for the first time.
Kashishtof, Kiriliuk, Alicia, and of course Bernard, who
came to Israel to meet you about a month ago, and will
arrive in two days for the Shiva. “He did not wait for me"
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