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This photo depicts board members from the "25 de Agosto" Credit Union, from Mezritch in the 1961-1962 period.
Left-to-Right:

Top row: Naun BURACZEK, Enrique BAKALARSZ, Hersz ZELAZNIK, Elias BAKALARSZ, Jaime LEIBMAN
Middle row: Abraham ZELAZNIK, Felix ROJZMAN, Manuel PERELMAN, Moises CIEPELINSKY, Manuel FOJGIEL

Bottom row: Moises KNOPMAJER, Srol SLIZAK, Mauricio PERELMAN, Simon [Unreadable], Jose CIEPELINSKY
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Yizkor Book Project - Cooperation with

Jewishgen / Yaacov Slizak

As most of you know, two “Yizkor” Books have
been printed in the part to honor the memory of our
ancestral town and the memory of its habitants.

The first one (WU'ITUN UXUJW-|T" *T) was printed in
Buenos Aires, Argentina in 1952.

The second one (W1J'TUN 190) was issue by the
Mezricher Association in Israel and printed in 1978.

While the Israeli edition contains many articles in
Hebrew, the vast majority of the articles and memories
were written in Yiddish. As our elders are leaving us, it is
becoming more difficult for 2nd, 3rd and 4th generation
of Mezrichers to get access to this material because
of the language barrier. Even more difficult is for non-
Hebrew speakers, which cannot enjoy this exceptional
treasure.

To address this problem, Jewishgen is sponsoring
an amazing project called “The Yizkor Book Project”
whose objective is to facilitate access to Yizkor Books
in English and the information contained in them to a
worldwide audience via the Internet.

Forthose not familiar with it, Jewisghen (www.jewishgen.
org) is one of the leading worldwide organizations
for Jewish Genealogy and Heritage. JewishGen is
a non-profit organization affiliated with the Museum
of Jewish Heritage, with basis in New York. Primarily
driven by volunteers, it holds an ever growing collection
of databases, resources and search tools. Currently,
JewishGen hosts more than 20 million records, and
has more than 400,000 registered users. JewishGen
provides its resources online as a public service.

We are proud to announce that our Association has
agreed to contribute significant funding to Jewisghen’s

Mezrich Yizkor Book project, to translate it to the
English language. The translation is being coordinated
by Mrs. Jamie Kotlier (USA), who is working along a
team of professional translators to deliver a first-class
online book. The work has already begun, and some of
the chapters can be accessed now at the Jewishgen
website:

http://www.jewishgen.org/Yizkor/Miedzyrzec_Podlaski/
Miedzyrzec_Podlaski.html.

We would like to thank to all of our members and
friends for making this possible. Your collaboration and
annual fee are supporting this work.
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Virtual Mezrich / Yaacov Slizak

One of the key challenges for our Association is to
adapt ourselves to the XXI century and reach out to
the younger generations of the Mezricher Family. This
is not a simple task. Our youth speaks a different
language, thinks on different ways than their parents
and uses different codes to communicate.

During the last year we have started to work behind
the screens to make significant changes to the way
we operate and communicate. Some of these:

We have updated our database of members and
friends, adding email addresses. Moving on, this will
be our preferred way to communicate our activities
and news. Our email distribution list in Israel
comprehends 365 families.

We are working in refreshing our website, which will
be launched towards the end of the year. It will include

lots of new material, including albums of family
photos, digital scans of all the “Mezricher Tribune”
since 1970, links to information about our town (and
neighboring noes like Lukow, Biala Podlaska, etc.)
and much more/

We have reached out to our fellow Mezrichers abroad.
Thanks to the work of Yaacov Slizak, we have access
to a list of more than 1000 names of researchers of
Miedzyrzec, Lukow, Biala Podlaska, Siedlce, Lomazy,
Losice and Radzyn Podlaski. Yaacov’s Facebook
group (Jews from Lukow, Miedzyrzec Podlaski,
Siedice, Biala and Radzyn) is serving today at the
meeting place for more than 450 people from all over
the world.

There are many internet resources you should be
aware of. Genealogy sites, memorials, documentation,
etc. Here is my first version of a “Virtual Mezritch”.

Site Description

Link

Holocaust Education &
Archive Research Team

Miedzyrzec Podlaski
Ghetto Page

http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/
ghettos/miedzyrzec.html

Association of Immigrants
of Miedzyrzec Podlaski
Area in Israel

Website of the Association
of Mezrich Residents in
Israel

http://www.mezritch.org.il

Historius Miedzyrzeca

Polish Judaica Page

http://www.historiusmiedzyrzeca.pl/tajemnice_
miedzyrzeca_9/znaleziska/judaica

New York Mezritcher Shul

Congregation Edath Lei-
Israel in the Lower East
Side in New York, Some
of the pictures include
Yahrzeit Memorial Plaques

https://plus.google.com/
photos/109009527338097520639/
albums/5173217942381597985

Virtual Shtetl

Miedzyrzec Podlaski

http://www.sztetl.org.pl/en/city/miedzyrzec-
podlaski/

Eksploratorzy ¢ Zobacz
w tek - Miedzyrzec

new photos from of the
Jewish Cemetery in

http://eksploratorzy.com.pl/viewtopic.
php?f=141&t=11863

Page

Podlaski Miedzyrzec Podlaski

Bagnowka Comprehensive collection http://www.bagnowka.com/search.php?surnam
of images of Polish e=&town=Miedzyrzec&g=0
Heritage

Jewishgen Miedzyrzec Podlaski Main | http://data.jewishgen.org/wconnect/wc.dll?jg~jg

sys~community~-516296

Jews from Lukow,
Miedzyrzec Podlaski,
Siedlce, Biala and Radzyn

Facebook forum

https://www.facebook.com/groups/JLMSBR/
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Pre-War Mezrich Publications / Yaacov Slizak

197 'VIITNA 1INT INX'E D'NI09
proapy / MBI 0JIVA NNNIN

The Association of Former Mezrich Residents in Israel
has enter into an agreement with the National Library of
Israel to digitalize several newspapers from the 1920’s
and 1930’s located in the Library Archive. This is a
fantastic source of information, describing life at our
ancestral towns before the war.

We have already received the first material, and the
rest of the collection will be scanned during the coming
months. All of it is written in Yiddish. This treasure will
be made available to all of our friends.

This work is supported by your annual contribution and
by the work of the Association volunteers, especially
Yaacov Slizak and Tova Reshtik, both responsible for
the electronic archiving efforts.

As a teaser, we are including in this publication the first
page of the “Mezricher Arbeter Informator”.
(© National Library of Israel, Not for Commercial Use).

Stay tuned for more material during the coming months.
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Rabbi Baruch Meir Rozenblum

O v e r v i e w
We have only a few personal
glimpses of Jewish life in the
Brest region during the 19th and
early 20th century. This diary of
Rabbi Baruch Meir Rozenblum
is one of these, covering the
period 1876 - 1935.

Rabbi Baruch Meir Rozenblum recorded his entire life
in his accounts-diary:

.. all that happened to me is written in the book,
a month after month [record], together with my
commercial matters.

This material contains excerpts of his diary concerning

life in Brest and in the region. The diary gives us a
glimpse into events such as the pogroms of 1881-
1882 and local events such as the fires in Brisk.
It also describes in detail the last day of Rabbi
Shalom Menashe of Brisk, Baruch Meir’s father.

On the first of Adar [17th of February 1904], | was
informed that my father was sick. | traveled to Brisk
to see him and found him very weak. Only when it
was time for prayer he gained strength. The same
happened when on the eve of Sabbath, Torah portion
Truma [contribution], his strength was revived and he
honored the Sabbath -- the prayer of Sabbath, three
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meals of Sabbath, ‘double bread’ in each meal, praying
in public, reading the Torah and prayers while standing.

From then on his illness became worse until the bitter
Monday when he passed away. Even that morning he
prayed with ecstasy the prayer of shakhrit [morning
prayer] and prayed shmone-esre standing up, with
his praying shawl and tefillin , like on any other day.
Afterwards he spoke words of wisdom and scholarship
and preached some Torah teachings and ethics. When
midday was over, he desired to pray Minkha [afternoon
prayer] and to put on his tefillin of our Rabbi Tam.
These tefillin are put by specially holy and pure people]

At three o’clock when he was about to put on his
tefillin and was sitting on the bed he fell back feebly.
Everybody thought he was dying and they started
reciting the verses that are customary to be recited
with lit candles. He woke up once more to the voices of
weeping and put on the tefillin , prayed Minkha facing
the wall — as the custom is, and then knelt and turned
again to the people and did not stop talking. | could
not hear what he said. Others, who stood facing him
said he was reciting barkhu nafshi [bless my soul] up to
vela’avodato ad erev [and to worship him until evening],
and his soul left his body in holiness and purity, Monday
the 6th of Adar 5664 [22nd of February 1904].

Diary Entry describing the final day of Rabbi Shalom
Menashe

C r e d i t s
The Diary was contributed by Dina Jaeger, who also was
generous with her guidance and added commentary.
Translations and scholarship: Hannah Kadmon

http://www.brest-belarus.org/bc/
RozenblumDiary/overview.i.html
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